
 

Messenger The December 2013 

Advent Schedule 
Sundays in Advent (December 1, 8, 15, 22) 

8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship 

December 22 – “Christmas at Williamsburg” featuring WUMC choirs 

 

December 6, 7:00 p.m. & December 7, 5:00 p.m. – Handel’s Messiah Concert 

December 8, 9:15-11 a.m. and 12-1:30 p.m. – Alternative Giving Fair 

 

December 13, 7:30 p.m. – Festival of Lessons and Carols 

December 15, 3:00 p.m. – Holiday Concert  – Organ, Bells & Carols 

To Benefit Williamsburg UMC Respite Care ministry 

December 21, 4:00 p.m. –  Blue Christmas – A Service of Longest Night 

Blue Christmas is a service for all those feeling “blue”, for whatever reason,  
during the Christmas season. 

 

December 24, Christmas Eve 

5:00 p.m.  Family Worship and Children’s Pageant 

7:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship and Holy Communion 

9:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship and Holy Communion 

 

December 25, Christmas Day 

10:00 a.m.  Informal Worship 

 

*All events are free.  Childcare is available for all Sunday services, 
Messiah concert, and the 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve services* 



 

Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

 

The red flag on the parking meter was visible, and sure enough, Scott Seomin found a sou-
venir on his windshield. It wasn’t a ticket from the city of West Hollywood, California, however. 
Instead it was a poem that went like this: 

The meter was red, as time had expired. 

In the rush of the season, we knew you’d be tired. 

A parking ticket would just make you blue, 

And in the holiday spirit this just would not do. 

So during this time of friendship and good cheer, 

Season’s greetings to you and best wishes all year. 

What a pleasant surprise!  When Christmas affects even the meter police, we know it’s hav-
ing a positive effect on society. There’s something about Christmas that lifts our spirits and 
gives us hope.  

In a scene in the first chapter of the Gospel of Luke, Mary has just had a visit from the an-
gel Gabriel. He has given her the astonishing news: Yes – Mary is not yet married – Yes – Mary 
is a virgin – Yes she is very young.  But she will give birth to the long-awaited Messiah, the Son 
of the living God. As soon as Mary hears, she races to see Elizabeth, her cousin, because Eliza-
beth is the only person who can appreciate her news. Six months earlier the angel Gabriel had 
given Elizabeth and Zechariah the news that they would have a son named John. Two women 
– Elizabeth, an older woman married to a priest, and Mary, a teenager engaged to a carpenter 
– were joined by the bond of an angel’s announcement that each would bear a son. Two 
women whose sons were destined to usher in a new era in human history. Two women who 
were relatives. Jesus and John the Baptist were cousins of the flesh as well as of the spirit.  

Mary races over to the house of Elizabeth when she discovers that her encounter with the 
angel was no mere fantasy. And Elizabeth is overjoyed to see her. Elizabeth is filled with the 
Holy Spirit, says Luke, and cries to Mary, Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb…the mother of my Lord. Mary breaks into song: My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his 
servant…A beautiful song from the lips of one who is overwhelmed with joy. Two women cele-
brate God’s good news, joined by a promise that God would do great things through them. 

What is so amazing about all of this is that neither expected what is happening to them. 
Mary is only about 14 years old and Elizabeth is an old woman who has been barren, yet both 
are pregnant – both have been swept up in what God is doing in the world. Both have had 
their lives turned inside out by God. Mary goes to share her good news with Elizabeth because 
if she doesn’t let it out, she’ll burst.  Two women share a sense of overflowing joy. 

It is a sign of things to come. Joy emerges again with the Christmas angels bringing good 
tidings of great joy. Mary bears a son who bears the fruit of joy: the joy of forgiveness, of heal-
ing, of new life.  So often we forget this, especially at Christmastime, when our joy is swamped 
by the pressure to feel happy about parties and pageants and presents under the Christmas 
tree. Christian joy, when you think about it, is both more simple and more significant than 
Christmas happiness.  Happiness is linked to festivities, while joy is tied to forgiveness. Happi-
ness is about new things, while joy is about new life. Happiness comes from finding a way to 
keep the peace between assorted aunts and uncles after three days of Christmas togetherness, 
while joy comes from finding our place in the family of God. Joy! It’s what Jesus came to earth 
to give us, and what these two women discover about their destiny. God came to Mary and 
Elizabeth when they least expected. He filled their hearts with overwhelming joy. It is why we 
sing Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  It is my hope and prayer that this same joy will over-
take us this Christmas in ways that we least expect. That’s food for thought! 



 

Thoughts from Kay 
 

It’s that time of year again.  Time for Silver Bells and crowded malls, time 
for Jingle Bell Rock and shopping around the clock.  The lists of to do’s are miles 
long—write and mail the cards, bake the cookies, RSVP for  the parties and 
wrap the gifts.   ”I’m dreaming of a White Christmas” has become “I’m dream-
ing of finding relatively convenient parking.”  While for some it is a time of cele-
bration with family and friends, for others the advent season is a reminder of 
those who can no longer share with us.  It is easy to understand why this time 
of year has a higher diagnosis of depression as many of us find ourselves over-
whelmed, overcommitted and just plain over. 

Of course there are wonderful things about the holidays as well.  The cele-
bration of the birth of Jesus Christ has for centuries shone as a light in the dark-
est time of the year.  There are few Christian days that can bring such joy and 
community as the warm and meaningful traditions of Christmas. 

The gospels of Matthew, Mark and John, all quote Isaiah 40:3 tell us to 
“Prepare the way of the Lord”.  But if you think about it, there is more to pre-
paring to greet our savior than just hanging stockings or roasting chestnuts.  
We need to get our hearts right.  In the midst of real life, we are called to turn 
our minds and souls and focus on what is bigger than us—the love, joy, hope 
and peace that flow from our relationship with God.  God so loved the world 
that He became one of us, and came to show us a better way, the way of the 
light shining out in the darkness. 

As you calendar your holiday, remember to make time for yourself, for your 
soul.  Allow time to  truly keep your eyes on God and prepare yourself for the 
wonder that is to come.  Allow space for God’s power to lift you up.  If you are 
struggling, be gentle with yourself, and know that you are not alone.  Be pre-
pared to let the holiness of the season transform you once more.  And in the 
midst of the harried reality of life, maybe you’ll catch the whiff of the miracle. 

The Silver Saints Christmas Luncheon will be held at noon on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 11 at the clubhouse in Windsor Meade. Please remember to bring a side dish or 
dessert to share. A special Christmas ham will be provided.  Also, please bring a non-
perishable food item for FISH and an inexpensive wrapped gift for our gift exchange. 
All are welcome!  Please call Shirley Leyland (903-4537) to RSVP. 

Silver Saints Christmas Luncheon  



 

Advent Season Events 
15th Annual Messiah 
Friday, December 6,  7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 7, 5:00 p.m. 
 

Because of over-flow audiences 
in recent years, Williamsburg UMC 
will present two performances 

of Messiah for the first time. 
The chorus will sing from the 

chancel so that small children 
and their parents can sit in the two 

transepts previously occupied by the Mes-
siah Chorus. Children will now be much closer to the 
performers and be able to see and hear much bet-
ter than before. Also, with two performances, we 
expect to have enough seating in the sanctuary so 
that nobody will have to sit in the narthex or atrium 
where visibility is zero.  

The all-volunteer chorus will be accompanied by 
the professional Handel Chamber Orchestra led by 
conductor Richard Sowers and concertmaster 
Arkady Heifets. Soloists include Sarah Kate Walston, 
soprano, Bekah Hughes Davis, alto, Gary Sloan, 
tenor, and Chris Mooney, baritone. The event is free 
to the public. A portion of the loose-plate offering 
will be donated to local charities. Invite your friends, 
relatives, and neighbors to join you on one or both 
nights of Messiah 2013. 

Saturday, December 21 at 4:00 p.m. 

A Blue Christmas service, sometimes called a Service of the Longest Night, is for 
people who find themselves feeling “blue” during the Christmas season and for 
those who support them.   Many people find the holidays difficult because of grief, 
loss, disappointment, loneliness, or other kinds of challenge.  There is no need to 
struggle alone.  Please join us for this uplifting worship, remembering that “the light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.” 

Capture the true Christmas spirit at the Alterna-
tive Giving Fair on Sunday, December 8.  Thirty two 
charities will participate in this special fair this year.  
You can choose gifts that will make a difference in 
the lives of others in our community and around the 
world.  

This is a great way to choose gifts that celebrate 
Jesus’ birth and His gift of peace and love.  This is 
one way to remember Jesus’ message that giving to 
Him means giving to the hungry, the thirsty, the 
sick, the stranger, and the imprisoned (Matthew 
25:31-40).  You will be able to purchase gifts in the 
form of charitable donations or handmade, creative 
items offered by some of the organizations.  Gift 
cards will be available to acknowledge your gift.  

The fair will be held in the Fellowship Hall be-
tween the two worship services, from 9:15 a.m. un-
til 11:00 a.m. and again after the 11:00 a.m. ser-
vice, until 1:30 p.m.  

For questions about 
the fair, call Madelyn 
Larkin (565-0384). 

Blue Christmas  

A Service of the Longest Night 

Catch the Spirit December 8 



 

Advent Season Events 

We Need Shoes 

for Children! 
Do you remember shoe shopping 

when you were a child?  We went to 
shoe stores --- stores that sold only 
shoes!  Stores with employees that fit 
your shoes, checking to make sure 
you had “grow room”.  Well, for the 
most part, that age is past!  Shoes 
are sold everywhere now and we 
choose from rows of boxes and fit 
shoes on ourselves.  Whether a fash-
ion statement or just a necessity, 
there is a certain pride and happiness 
that accompanies having a new pair 
of shoes.  Each year our congrega-

tion makes it possible for local children to experi-
ence that happiness when we provide shoes for the 
Salvation Army to include in Angel Tree gifts.  
We know it’s strange to shop for shoes when the 
feet aren’t available --- but be brave!  Choose a pair 
of sneakers, boots, Mary Janes or any new shoes 
that will keep a child warm and dry.   All sizes from 
infants to adult sizes for teen-agers are needed.  
There are bins in the reception area for shoes.  
Please bring them to church by December 15. 
 

Your Local Outreach Team 

Sunday, December 15 

3:00 p.m. —   4:00 p.m. 
 

WUMC Sanctuary 

The College of 
William & Mary 

Festival of 
Lessons & Carols 

 

December 13, 7:30 p.m.  

Make an  
Advent Wreath 

Come and join the Christian 
Life Connection Sunday School class on Sunday, 
December 1 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall to make an advent wreath for your 
family.  All supplies will be provided, but if you 
have a candle holder from previous years, please 
bring it for reuse. 

Featuring Organ, Piano,  

and Handbell Compositions! 



 

Children’s  

Sunday 

School 
During December, our children’s classes will be 

supplementing their regular curriculum with 
“Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam - An Ad-
vent Study for Children.”  They will experience the 
stories of Mary and Joseph and the shepherds 
through an “ADVENTure” to find Bethlehem.  Chil-
dren’s Church will also learn about the significance 
of the Jesse Tree as we prepare for Christ-
mas.  Children’s Sunday School is offered for pre-
schoolers through fifth grade from 9:30 a.m. – 
10:30 am.  Children's Church (ages 4 through 1st 
grade) takes place during the 11:00 a.m. service. 

    Be An Angel & Help Others 
 

Bring warmth and happi-
ness to children this Christ-
mas season!  Do not forget 
the Hat, Glove, and Sock 
Christmas Tree located 
near the front office.  
Beginning Sunday, De-
cember 1, bring in a 
warm hat or a new pair 
of socks, gloves, or 
mittens, and help a 
child experience the 
full meaning of 
Christmas!  This is a 
great family activ-
ity!  All donations 
will be given to 
local charities.   

Holiday Flowers given in 
honor or memory of loved ones 
are a Christmas tradition at this 
church.  This year’s poinsettias 
cost $20 each, or you may 
make a gift of that amount to the Holiday Flower 
Fund.  Make your check payable to the church.  

  

Deadline -  December 11.   
 

Please place this ___  Poinsettia or ___  Gift 
 

 

In memory of:____________________ ______ 

(Print) 
 

 

In honor of:____ ________________________ 

(Print) 
 

 

Given by:__ ______________________________ 

(Print) 

Advent Season Events 

Advent Studies for Adults 
Many of our adult Sunday School classes will be 

participating in our church-wide Advent study, 
“Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam.”  The 
following classes will be using this study:  Alders-
gate (Wesley Hall),  Bishop McKendree (Room 102), 
Marvin Willard Bible Study  (Room 174), The Gath-
ering (Room 207),  and Christian-Life Connections 
(Room 309).  The Searchers Class (Room 171) is 
reading, “When God Comes Down,” by James Har-
nish.  Most of the studies will begin the first Sunday 
of Advent, December 1, during the Sunday School 
hour, 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 am.  Come and join us! 

Contact Cindy Banek for 
information about Christian 

Education, (229-1771). 



 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
December 2013 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, December 2 at 11:00 a.m.  Christmas Brunch in Fellowship Hall.  
 

Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, December 3 at 9:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Kathy Kaseley, therapeutic 
harpist, will present the program.  Lunch to follow at a local restaurant.  
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, December 3 at 1:30 p.m. at the Chambrel Activities Room.  
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, December 4 at 11:00 a.m. at the home of Elaine Howell, 5117 Roll-
ing Reach.  Each member will bring a dish as well as food items for FISH.  We will gather in Elaine’s music 
room for Christmas carols afterward. 
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, December 9 at 11:30 a.m. for a covered dish luncheon in Room 309.  The 
meeting will involve setting up programs for 2014, one of which will be helping Peggy Hook prepare for her 
March trip to Limon, Honduras. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, December 10 at 11:30 a.m. at Waypoint Grill for lunch.  There will be no pro-
gram. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, December 10 at 6:30 p.m. for our annual Christmas dinner at the William 
& Mary Alumni House. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, December 17 at 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg Landing Main 
Building. 
 

WindsorMeade Circle – No meeting in December.  Instead, members will fill stockings for the Salvation 
Army. 
 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

District UMW Advent Breakfast – December 7 at 9:30 a.m. at First UMC, 1 Salt Pond Road, Hampton 

The United Methodist Mens’ Holiday Breakfast will be held on Saturday, 
December 14 at 8:00 am.   The William & Mary Brass Quintet will provide the 
entertainment.  Spouses and significant others are invited to join us for this special 
breakfast.  Cost is $7.00 per person.  Please contact Charley Skillman (258-4930) 
for reservations. 



 

2013 Advent Offerings - Local Outreach Beneficiaries: 
FISH: 

FISH is a volunteer agency that provides emergency help to residents of 
the Greater Williamsburg Area.  Located in the Historic Triangle Building, FISH 
is made possible by donations from governments, churches, civic organiza-
tions, businesses, and hundreds of individuals.  Referrals for emergency ser-
vices come from area social service agencies, the Salvation Army, Avalon, 
United Way, Head Start, the community corrections system, local churches, 
schools, and individuals. Clients are folks who have suffered a house fire, lost 
a job, are sick and can’t work, or are just “down on their luck”.  FISH depends 

entirely upon a caring community for food, clothing, cash donations, and volunteer help.   

 

HOUSING PARTNERSHIPS INC:  

Housing Partnerships Inc. is a locally-funded non-profit agency that 
provides vital housing repair services to low-income, sick, and/or disabled 
individuals and families in the Historic Triangle.  HPI depends on  volun-
teer labor and local contributions to support its three programs – emer-
gency home repair; home replacement if a home cannot be repaired; and 
the indoor plumbing rehabilitation program which provides assistance to 
households lacking a bathroom or having a failed septic system. 

 

ERASE THE NEED CENTER: 

Erase the Need Center is a Title I Parent Outreach Service sponsored by 
the Williamsburg-James City County Public Schools.  Besides the “backpack” 
program that provides extra food to children who live in homes with an inse-
cure food supply, Erase the Need provides quality reading materials, school 
supplies, food, hygiene products, clothing, household items, assistance for 
homeless students, and referrals to appropriate community resources.  Wil-
liamsburg United Methodist Church is listed in their brochure as one of their five 
sponsors. 

Thank You 
When we saw the Bake Table at the UMW Bazaar on Saturday morning, we thought we were seeing a 

miracle.  Thanks to YOU, it was loaded with wonderful baked goods.  We SO MUCH APPRECIATE the help of 
our wonderful congregation—and we DID sell out! 
 

Thanks again, 

Clarke/Heritage Circle 

Project 

Erase 

the 

Need 



 

2013 Advent Offerings - Global Outreach Beneficiaries: 
UNITED METHODIST FAMILY SERVICES:  

UMFS (United Methodist Family Services) is a network of services that enable chil-
dren and families to realize their hopes for the future through support schools, foster 
programs, family counseling and a network of programs to assist struggling fami-
lies.  They have moved with the times to address current and critical needs of chil-
dren, youth and families.  

  

SIERRA LEONE MISSIONARIES NANCY & KIP ROBINSON:         

Former WUMC Director of Discipleship Rev. Nancy Robinson and her husband, Kip 
Robinson, are newly appointed missionaries to Sierra Leone Annual Conference, West 
Africa.  Nancy works to develop church leadership; Kip's efforts are directed toward 
congregational development/education.  Read more at: www.umcmission.org/
Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles/Robinson--
Nancy and www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-
Service/Missionary-Profiles/Robinson--Clifford. 

  

ABUKLOI/SOUTH SUDAN SCHOOL: 

Angelo Maker, one of the Lost Boys of the Sudan, is the founder of Abukloi.  Abukloi 
is beginning a high school in the town of Rumbek, in the Lakes State of the Republic of 
South Sudan.  In a country of over 8 million people, only a handful of schools exist. 
Funds will go directly to support the establishment of the new school.  Read more at: 
www.abukloi.com. 

  

COOKSON HILLS CENTER, RURAL OKLAHOMA: 

Since 1948, the Cookson Hills Center has been meeting the needs of the 
people of northeast Oklahoma, including three of the four poorest counties in 
the state.  Cookson Hills Center work includes the introduction of cottage in-
dustries, ministries in substance abuse, two day care centers and assistance 
to seniors. 

Thank You 
My children and I would like to thank our church family for the many blessings you have given us through 

Jim‘s illness and death.  The children, youth, and adults have brought so much joy and love to our family. We 
will always be grateful.  We thank God for you. 
 

In Christ love, 

Patsy Bevan   

http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles/Robinson--Nancy
http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles/Robinson--Nancy
http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles/Robinson--Nancy
http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles/Robinson--Clifford
http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles/Robinson--Clifford
http://www.abukloi.com


 

Mother’s Day Out News 
The Mother’s Day Out (MDO) Board is pleased to announce that Juli Zacha-

rias has been hired as the permanent MDO Director, replacing long-time direc-
tor, Lee Munden, who retired in May. Juli has been serving as Interim Director 
since June 1 and has been doing a fantastic job. We are thrilled to be able to 
make her the permanent director. Welcome, Juli! 

MDO is currently seeking one more board member to serve now through De-
cember 31, 2016. Please contact Board Chair, Melissa Cantrell (220-1446) 

or meljoe4@cox.net if you are interested. 

MDO would also like to offer a heartfelt thank you to all who donated supplies for the program in Octo-
ber. This is greatly appreciated and enables us to focus our budget on the program itself. MDO is a self-
funded ministry and relies heavily on donations and fundraising. 

Should you have any questions or concerns about MDO, please contact Melissa Cantrell, Board Chair or 
Juli Zacharias, Director. 

Fourth Annual Sweetheart Banquet 
Presented by Early Childhood Music School Board and Faculty 

 

 This elegant, catered event kicks off a yearlong   
 

Silver Salute to  

Early Childhood Music School   

(Proceeds benefit Elliot’s Song for Project Outreach)  

 

Back by Popular Demand: 

DOG Street Rhythm Kings & 

ECMS Singing Servers! 

 

No sweetheart?  No problem.  Groups are welcome! 
  

Friday, February 7, 2014 in Fellowship Hall 

Starting with yummy appetizers at 5:45 p.m. 
 

Cost:  $30 per person 

Childcare available for $5 per child (includes pizza and lemonade) 
 

Tickets will be available for purchase at the Crossroads Table, January 26 and February 2 

mailto:meljoe4@cox.net


 

Youth Ministry News 
 

Youth and their parents have been quite busy in the month of November.  We participated in several 
celebrations including a Halloween party and a bowling party.  At our bowling event, youth and parents met 
our new Youth Director, Andy Glascott.  Andy will be coming to Williamsburg from England and will begin 
work at the church in the spring.  

December brings several more exciting youth events.  On December 8, youth will be 
participating in the Alternative Giving Fair by selling coffee mugs and coffee to raise 
money for summer mission trips.  The Jeremiah Project, a mission experience for middle 
schoolers in Winchester, VA,  is all ready scheduled for late July.  Also on December 8, 
the youth will be parking cars in the  church lot for  Grand Illumination.  The sug-
gested donation is $5.00, and the proceeds will also go towards summer mission 
trips.  On December 15, the youth will attend a Progressive Dinner and Gift Party, traveling to four dif-
ferent locations for a four course meal and fun.  The evening will end with a “White Elephant” gift exchange. 

On a personal note, this has been an exciting year for me as well as for my fam-
ily!  As of January 1, I will have served our young people as choir director for one 
year.  In the late summer, my responsibilities expanded to include the Interim Director 
of Youth Ministries as well as regular director of two bell choirs.  You should know that 
this congregation is the most warm, hospitable, and appreciative congregation I have 
had the privilege to serve.  It is a joy to be here!  Thank you for caring for my family as 
we transition into the Williamsburg community.  May God bless you this Christmas with 
the knowledge that Emmanuel has come to be with us.  Merry Christmas! 

 

Lou-Anne Smith 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

The December Creative Kids: Artists in Training 
session celebrates the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ 
as we will seek to provide our own artistic rendering 
of the nativity.  It may sound like a major project, 
but often in the world of art the most simplistic and 
basic pieces can draw tremendous feelings from the 
heart.  Just like Jesus' birth; simple yet filled with 
glorious expressions of hope, love and joy!  Please 
come and join us on Wednesday, December 18 
from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Room 174 and share 
in the glad adoration of His birth!   

Questions?  Contact Michelle Johnson 
johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com 

Creative Kids:  
Artists in Training  

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com


 

December 1:  1st Sunday of Advent 

Adult choirs present in worship “The Promise” 
by Russell Nagy. 

 

December 6:  Messiah by G.F. Handel  
7:00 p.m. 

Presented by the Handel Chamber Orchestra 
and Chorus. 

 

December 7:  Messiah by G.F. Handel 
5:00 p.m. 

Presented by the Handel Chamber Orchestra 
and Chorus. 

 

December 8:  2nd Sunday of Advent 

Adult choirs will sing in worship “There Is No 
Rose of Such Virtue” by Robert H. Young. 

 

December 15:  3rd Sunday of Advent 

Women’s Chorus will sing in worship “Gentle 
Mary Laid Her Child” by Ruth Henderson; Covenant 
Ringers will play “In the Bleak Midwinter” by Arnold 
Sherman; Sine Nomine Ringers will play “Sing We 
Now of Christmas” by Kevin McChesney. 

 

December 15:  Benefit Concert  
for Respite Care 

3:00 p.m.  

Covenant Ringers will play “In the Bleak Midwin-
ter” and “An English Carol” by Arnold Sherman; Sine 
Nomine Ringers will play “Sing We Now of Christ-
mas” by Kevin McChesney, “Pat-a-Pan”, and “Fum, 
Fum, Fum” arr. by Dan Edwards; Bell Quartet will 
play “Greensleeves” by Dawn Thompson; Bells of 
Praise will play “While By My Sheep” by Cynthia Do-
brinski; Joyful Noise Ringers will play “Away in a 
Manger” arr. by Frances Callahan; Annie McGrath 
and Tom Marshall will play organ and piano duets.  
We will feature William & Mary organ student, Julie 
Seeley-Hall, playing “Carillon” by Henri Eymieu. 

Music for December 
 

December 22: 4th Sunday of Advent and 
Christmas in Williamsburg 

All WUMC choirs will sing both services; Sanctu-
ary Choir and Chancel Choir will sing “Nazareth” by 
Charles Gounod, The Charles Wesley Singers will 
sing “What Shall We Give Him” by Mack Wilbert; 
Carol and Wesley Choirs will sing “He Is Born, the 
Holy Child” arr. by Audrey Snyder and “The Holly 
and the Ivy” arr. by Craig Curry; Canticles of Praise 
will sing “Sing We All the First Noel” arr. by Mark 
Burrows.   

Combined choirs will sing “Night of Silence” by 
Daniel Kantor, arranged by John Ferguson.  Marga-
ret Carlson and John Delos will accompany the com-
bined choirs on flute, Helen Casey-Rutland and Carl-
ton Casey on clarinet, and Dan Knipple on timpani 
and percussion. 

 

December 24: Christmas Eve 

5:00 p.m. - Children’s Pageant 

Children’s choirs will sing “He is Born, the Holy 
Child” arr. by Audrey Snyder. 

7:00 p.m. 

Sanctuary Choir/Chancel Choir will sing “Before 
the Marvel of This Night” by Carl Schalk; Canticles 
will sing “Enniscorthy Carol” arr. by Emil Alwyn. 

9:00 p.m. 

The Charles Wesley Singers will sing “Before the 
Marvel of This Night” by Carl Schalk. 

 

December 25: Christmas Day 

10:00 a.m. 

Informal carols, readings, and prayers to honor 
the birth of our Lord. 



 

50
th
 Anniversary Update 

On July 21, 1963 ground was broken to build our current church home.  On 
July 21, 2013 we kicked off a year of celebrating more than 200 years of ministry 
in Williamsburg and 50 years on Jamestown Road.  Thank you for the overwhelm-
ing response to that first event.  The food, fellowship and reflections on our past 
made for an extraordinary kick-off.   

The October 13 event focused on the commitment we make as we become 
members to support the church with our prayers, presence, gifts, service and wit-
ness.  Those words created the framework to highlight opportunities for us to 
serve and to participate in new ways by way of the 50 Acts of Service initiative.  
New church directories and stewardship information were also distributed.  Deli-
cious refreshments and reminders of our membership pledge made for an enjoy-
able and meaningful event. 

The 50th anniversary celebrations continue into 2014 with a variety of events that remind us of our 
Wesleyan heritage and point us to an exciting future.  Celebrations will include materials from our archives, 
oral histories and special recognition.  Events are planned between worship services or after the later service 
in order to reach a majority of members. Continue to watch the Messenger, e-notes and This Also Is Our 
Worship for details.  Save the following dates for 50th anniversary activities: 

January 12 – Our children will lead us in worship as we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord and remem-
ber our own baptism.  As we look back, we also look forward to the future of our church placed firmly in the 
hands of our children.  A special children’s theme fellowship will take place between services. 

March 30 – the Witness and Welcome committee will sponsor a 5th Sunday fellowship potluck luncheon 
where we will be reminded of our commitment to opening our doors, hearts and minds to one and all. 

September 14 – We are honored to have Bishop Young Jin Cho with us to culminate our 50th anniver-
sary year.  We are planning a catered luncheon, special recognition, and a few other surprises. 

Thank you for your support of these special events highlighting the blessings in ministry we as a church 
have received particularly in the past 50 years and for the bright future ahead. 

Volunteers needed to mentor for 
Williamsburg Walk The Talk (WWTT) 

 

Volunteers are needed for Williamsburg Walk the Talk (WWTT), an organization that mentors people 
leaving the Virginia Peninsula Regional Jail.   As a volunteer, you will help former inmates with housing, cloth-
ing, food and employment needs.  As a volunteer with WWTT, you must  become familiar with the human 

resources available in the community and then help the former inmate use these 
service.  The typical time commitment is 5-10 hours per month, and training is pro-
vided. 

More information and sign-up details are at 
https://sites.google.com/site/wwttalk/ or 

john.schwenkler@hp.com or lesgoode@cox.net 

https://sites.google.com/site/wwttalk/
mailto:john.schwenkler@hp.com
mailto:lesgoode@cox.net


 

Bob Evans 
Chair, Finance Committee  

 

Williamsburg United 
Methodist Church Financial News 

Appreciated Stock Gift 

Given the current health of the stock exchanges, you might want to consider paying your com-
mitment to the church with appreciated stock.  A gift of appreciated stock allows you avoid having 

to pay capital gains taxes.  If you haven’t paid your 2013 commitment, consider a stock gift.  If you 
have paid your 2013 commitment, consider making a pre-payment of your 2014 commitment with a 

gift of appreciated stock. 

 
Still Time to Pledge 

If you have not turned in your 2014 pledge, please do so at your earliest convenience.  The 
church’s operating budget is a balanced budget meaning that expenditures are based on known 

income.  The church cannot spend money without known income.  If you would prefer not to 
pledge, please call the church business office and provide an estimate of giving so our ministries 

and operations may be adequately funded. 

 
Status of 2013 Operating Fund 

A financial report in the November 10 bulletin indicated that both income and expenditures are 
below budget by approximately 3%, and the year to date income over expenses is positive.  Please 

make sure you are current with your gifts so that we may end the year with a positive cash flow. 

 
Thanks 

Your continued financial support of our church enables us to carry out our local and worldwide 
mission. 

We will be phasing out usage of our Post Office 
Box after the first of the year, so we will no longer 
receive mail at the PO Box BB address. If you are 
mailing anything to the church, please use our 500 
Jamestown Road, Williamsburg VA 23185 address. 

Stephen Ministry 
 

When your world turns upside 
down, a Stephen Minister can be 

there with you. 

Postage News 



 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of those who have passed away 
during the month of November: 

Alvin Belanger 

Jim Bevan 

Bertie Ford 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, spell-

ing and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

given in memory of Bertie Lee Carter Ford from given in memory of Alvin P. Belanger from 

Memorial Giving  

 WUMC Fellowship Class 

 Mr. and Mrs. Phil Magruder 

 Mrs. Holley Walling 

to Respite Care in honor of  
Beanie DiToto's safe arrival home 

 Jane Hunley 

Honorarium Giving  

given in memory of Donald L. Steberl from 

 Mrs. Alice Alexander 

given in memory of James Lathrop Bevan from 

 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Phaneuf 

 Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Dormire 

 The Hailey Family 

 Mr. and Mrs. Terry O'Connor & Family 

 Gene, Debbie, Zachary & Jordan Bruss 

 Ms. Cheryl McClenney 

given in memory of Jack M. Rascoe from 

 Ms. Beverly Geer 

 Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Clark 

given in memory of Jules "Bud" Brandenburg 
from 

 Dr. and Mrs.  David Hindman 

 Mr. and Mrs. Dick Leach 

 Ms. Yvonne Pike 

 Mrs. Holley Walling 

Rev. John Morris 

Larry Murphy 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Advent is upon us and featured in our library this month are many seasonal selections for 
both adults and children to help prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ at Christmas.    In 
addition to many brief studies such as Mike Slaughter’s Christmas Is Not Your Birthday and 
Christmas From The Back Side by J. Ellsworth Kalas, you’ll find The First Christmas, a 
close look at what the gospels actually say by Jesus scholars Marcus Borg and John Cros-
san,  and among the books that will touch your funny bone and warm your heart, Leo Bus-
caglia’s Seven Stories of Christmas Love.  Advent gives us the gift of four weeks to ponder 
what God’s gift in Jesus means to each one of us.  Give yourself the gift of checking out an in-
spiring read to journey with through the season. 

Gifts abound in our children’s collection, as well.  Find out what’s ailing The Grumpy Shep-
herd, celebrate Humphrey’s First Christmas, discover The Christmas Miracle of Jona-
than Toomey and learn The Secret of the Star.  You are sure to experience Great Joy! 

If you are looking for an alternative gift idea for a teacher or your favorite bibliophile whose 
bookcase simply won’t hold another volume, consider donating a book to the church library in 
their honor.  Wish lists for both adult and children’s books along with donation forms are posted 
on the bulletin board outside the library.  Gift cards will be provided and all gifts acknowl-
edged.  If you have questions call Judi French (565-1138), Denise Hinders (221-0907) or Lou 
Chatfield (564-9296). 

  

“Do give books---religious or otherwise—for Christmas.  They are never fattening, seldom sinful  
and permanently personal.”   

 --Lenore Hershey 

Library News 


